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apt to engender. I sometimes met with Europeans
in the United States who had been obliged to leave
their own country on account of their political
opinions. They all astonished me by the language
they held, but one of them surprised me more than all
tfie rest. As I was crossing one of the most remote
districts of Pennsylvania I was benighted, and
obliged to beg for hospitality at the gate of a wealthy
planter, who was a Frenchman by birth. He bade
me sit dowTi beside his fire, and we began to talk with
that freedom which befits persons who meet in the
backwoods, two thousand leagues from their native
country. I was aware that my host had been a great
leveller and an ardent demagogue forty years ago,
and that his name was not unknown to fame. I was
therefore not a little surprised to hear him discuss the
rights of property as an economist or a land-owner
might have done : he spoke of the necessary grada-
ftions which fortune establishes among men, of
obedience to established laws, of the influence of good
morals in common wealths, and of the support which
religious opinions give to order and to freedom ; he
even went so far as to quote an evangelical authority
in corroboration of one of his political tenets. . . .
The influence of prosperity acts still more freely
upon the American than upon strangers. The
American has always seen the connection of public
order and public prosperity, intimately united as they
are, go on before his eyes ; he does not conceive that
one can subsist without the other ; he has therefore
nothing to forget ; nor has he, like so many Euro-
peans, to unlearn the lessons of his early education.
~ "The principal aim of this book has been to make
known the laws of the United States ; if this purpose
has been accomplished, the reader is already enabled
to judge for himself which are the laws that really tend